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Division 16: Primary Industries and Regional Development (Services 4 to 12: Regional Development) — 
[Supplementary Information No A26.] 
Question: Mr I.C. Blayney asked: What was the money that made up the boost to biosecurity actually spent on? 
Answer:  The Boosting Bio-Security Defenses Project is a $20 million investment over three and a half years 
(2014–15 to 2017–18) aimed at increasing the capacity of government, industry and the community to manage 
Western Australia’s biosecurity risks.  The project has 12 components:  
(1) Preparation of a state biosecurity strategy and review of biosecurity risk assessment. A total of $0.16m 

has been budgeted for this project. 
(2) Improvement to grains industry surveillance and diagnosis by collating all grains surveillance data in 

one database as part of an E-surveillance for pests and diseases in the WA grains industry sub project.  
A total of $0.9m has been budgeted for this project. 

(3) Working with the viticulture industry to improve surveillance and diagnostic system for identification 
and management pests and diseases in the WA grape industry. A total of $0.7m has been budgeted for 
this project. 

(4) Boosting industry ability for the early detection of emergency animal diseases.  A total of $1.4 million 
has been budgeted for this project. 

(5) Promoting targeted weed surveillance methods in the South West to protect and enhance industry 
profitability.  A total of $1.2 million has been budgeted for this project. 

(6) Building Western Australia’s capacity to respond and recover from emergency pest and disease 
incidents by introducing new technology and training approaches and developing Memorandum of 
Understanding with relevant agencies and service providers.  A total of $4.5 million has been budgeted 
for this project. 

(7) Awareness and compliance with new biosecurity legislation.  A total of $0.8 million has been budgeted 
for this project. 

(8) Biosecurity Research and Development Fund which provides funding for the development of 
innovative solutions to better manage significant pests and diseases that impact on Western Australia’s 
agriculture and agrifood industries.  A total of $3.6 million has been budgeted for this project. 

(9) Transforming regional biosecurity response by building self-governance and self-reliance in recognised 
Biosecurity Groups.  A total of $4.0 million has been budgeted for this project. 

(10) Piloting new techniques to control and eradicate fruit fly.  A total of $1.0 million has been budgeted 
for this project. 

(11) Evaluation of wild dog control measures.  A total of $0.6 million has been budgeted for this project. 
(12) Project management and communications.  A total of $1.3 million has been budgeted for this project. 
The Boosting Biosecurity Defences project ends in June 2018 and DPIRD is working to scope activities beyond 
this date for next year’s budget. 
The Government recognises that biosecurity is important for productivity, market access and market growth. 
The Government is committed to maintaining a biosecurity system, which facilitates the export of livestock, 
animal products and plant commodities without exposing the State's primary industries, environment and 
communities to unacceptable levels of biosecurity risks.  
Department of Primary Industry and Regional Development delivers a wide range of activities under its 
biosecurity and product integrity service.  A total of $83.1 million is budgeted for 2017–18 and $71.0 million 
is budgeted for 2018–19. 

[Supplementary Information No A27.] 
Question: Ms M.J. Davies asked: What is the royalties for regions allocation towards the service delivery costs of 
regional development and the regional development commissions within the new Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development? 

Answer:  $0 is appropriated from Royalties for Regions from the “Delivery of Services” amount of $179,776. This 
figure represents the Consolidated Account Appropriation for DPIRD. 

[Supplementary Information No A28.] 
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Question: Mr I.C. Blayney asked: What is the government spending on wild dog control, and how is it being spent? 

Answer:  The figures detailed for the Wild Dog Action Plan on page 218 of Budget Paper Number 3 (Economic and 
Fiscal Outlook) are accurate ($13.6 million across the forward estimates). Figures detailed for the Wild Dog Action 
Plan on page 298 of Budget Paper Number 2 (Budget Statements Volume 1) are inaccurate and will be adjusted at 
Mid-Year Review. 

The $18.6 million in Royalties for Regions funding committed to Wild Dog includes: 

• $13.6 million in funding across the forward estimates for the implementation of the Wild Dog Action Plan.  

• $4.95 million that was previously committed to State Barrier Fence Esperance Extension.  

Out of the $18.6 million, $3.95 million released for implementation of on-the-ground actions in the WA Wild Dog 
Action Plan includes funding for: 

• Continued operation of eight additional Licensed Pest Management Technicians. 

• Investment in the Murdoch University Veterinary Graduate program to sterilise dogs in Aboriginal 
communities. 

• A contestable fund for co-funded wild dog exclusion fencing. 

The Federal Government has committed $3.53 million in funding over the next two financial years to support 
components of the WA Wild Dog Action Plan. This includes: 

• $2.03 million in contestable funding for co-funded wild dog exclusion fencing. 

• $1.5 million for the building of industry skills and capacity in wild dog management. 

This Federal Government funding is not included in the State Budget. 

__________ 
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